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LABBB is an 

Educational 

Collaborative that 

serves students with 

special needs from 

over 60 districts. 

 
 

LABBB Special   

Olympics 

2012 

 
Date: Wednesday, May 9 
 
Location: Lexington High 

School Track 
 

Start:  9:00am, Opening 

Ceremonies begin 

 

 

Special Guests  

 

Boston Bruins 

Rene Rancourt 

will be singing the 

National Anthem! 

 

Joe Ligotti from 

96.9 the “Joe 

Ligotti show” 

 

 

 

On March 8 the LABBB 

staff began its “One 

LABBB” Professional Day 

at the Historic Cary Hall in 

Lexington Center. LABBB 

has one professional day 

during the year where all 

LABBB teachers, 

paraprofessionals, and 

support related services 

staff come together.  This 

includes all the programs 

under the LABBB 

umbrella from pre-school 

through high school. 

We have staff who may 

have worked with a 

student first entering our 

program as a child at age 

3 and staff that are 

currently working with that 

same student as an adult 

in high school.  Through 

the “One LABBB” 

professional day, these 

staff members have an 

opportunity to collaborate 

and connect with one 

another.  

The student experience in 

LABBB is unique. It is not 

uncommon for students to 

begin in our pre-school 

programs at age three and 

have gone through the full 

continuum of services in 

elementary, middle and 

high school and finally 

graduation from LABBB! 

Building Communities is 

Essential! 

Our need to connect and 

The LABBB Community: Creating Experiences Through 

Building Relationships 

 
By: Patric Barbieri  

build relationships serves 

a significant purpose in 

our lives and moreover, it 

provides us with lasting 

memories which shape 

our lives outside of school 

and into adulthood. We 

believe that building 

communities is important; 

we are more than just an 

educational service 

agency. A student 

experiences education 

through our public schools 

in a purposeful, 

meaningful and 

collaborative environment. 

The more we are able to 

integrate into our schools 

while providing the 

necessary supports for 

our students, the more we 

are fulfilling our 

philosophy. These are the 

least restrictive 

environments that our 

students deserve to 

experience. 

Communities we 

develop thrive beyond 

LABBB 

The LABBB reunion 

dance each September is 

an example of how our 

communities continue to 

thrive even after 

graduation. Just ask the 

250 students who return 

each year to participate in 

this event. Many students 

who attend have 

graduated more than 

twenty years ago! What 

brings them back? What is 

appealing? We believe 

they have lasting 

memories and 

experiences from their 

participation in LABBB 

communities. They were 

part of a community not 

just in school but after 

school, in the evening, 

during weekend trips and 

the many more 

opportunities the students 

had to connect with their 

peers. 

Our goal is to create 

experiences for our 

students in academics, 

social recreation and 

career development. Each 

student’s experience is a 

little different, but they 

have the opportunity to be 

part of our public schools 

and be integrated.   

LABBB only has five 

member towns but our 

student enrollment is one 

of the largest in 

Massachusetts for 

students who are being 

educated in public schools 

and we believe each 

student should be in the 

least restrictive 

environment.  

Developing relationships 

with the host buildings 

through Best Buddies, 

PAL’s, National Honor 

Society and the Special 

Olympics all contribute to 

building these 

communities. These 

groups have given our 

students a way to connect 

and be an important part 

of their public schools. 
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LABBB Belmont High School Students Build 21st Century 

Skills in their Community 

 

 
 
 
 

By Belmont High School 
Staff: Trish Costa, Kate 
Woodford, Scott Procko, 
Sue Cuervels, Rebecca 
Mahoney 

Many years ago, BHS 
staff and parents were in 
support of developing a 
functional curriculum day. 
Here at BHS LABBB, we 
dedicate each Friday to 
learning and practicing 
such skills as banking, 
budgeting, 
cooking/shopping, travel 
training, time 
management, safety 
awareness, etc. out in the 
community. Real life, 
hands on experiences 

 
 

 

 

have proved to be an 
invaluable part of helping 
our students develop 
independence as they 
move toward higher 
education and future job 
opportunities. 

This past Friday, we 
decided to take advantage 
of the beautiful early 
Springtime weather and 
explore the historical town 
of Arlington. We decided 
to utilize our travel training 
skills, money 
management, safety 
awareness and social 
skills to plan a day of fun. 
We also wanted to 

thematically pull in our 
love of history and visit 
one of the historical 
graveyards to do 
gravestone rubbings. 
Students had a blast 
learning about the 
symbolic graphics on the 
gravestones as well as 
what historically took 
place during the 
subject's life. The class 
and staff had a 
wonderful outing. We 
hope you enjoy the 
pictures of our trip! 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 Page 3 of 6 

 
 
 
     
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

LABBB Butler Elementary Program in Belmont 
Enjoys a Day at the Museum(s)! 
By Laura Stewart 

 

 
 
 
 

The LABBB Butler 
Elementary 4

th
 graders 

have visited two museums 
in last month.  The first 
Museum was the Science 
Museum in Boston and 
second was the Fruitlands 
Museum in Harvard, MA.  
 

Science Museum, 
Boston, MA 

 
We started our Museum 
experience with a show in 
the Omni Theater about 
weather, climate change 
and tornadoes.  Our 
words for the show 
“exciting…not scary”. 
  
We had lunch in the 
Museum Café and then 
the class was excited to 
get to the Lightning Show 
in the “Hall of Electricity”.   
 
Our words for that show “It 
wasn’t that loud”. After the 
show we were able to play 
with the interactive 
exhibits in the Hall of 
electricity before heading 
back to school. 
  

 
 

Museum of Natural 
History, Harvard MA 

 
We started our museum 
experience in the 
Minerals, Gems and 
Meteorites Gallery. From 
there we viewed the 
climate change 
experiment. We saw the 
glass flowers just before 
having lunch in the 
museum lobby.  
 
After lunch we went to the 
Minerals show in the 
Discovery programs room. 
We then spent some time 
in the Great Mammal Hall 
comparing animal 
skeletons. For the 
conclusion of our day we 
quickly went 
through some of the other 
galleries taking in a few of 
the exhibits while waiting 
for our busses. 
 
 

All of the pictures were taken 
in the “Hall of Electricity”  
surrounding the giant  
Vandegraph. 
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By: Janet Paz, 
Ralph Lumley, 
Sunitha Mogilicherla 
 
Dress for success, time 
management, quality 
before quantity, being a 
team player; sounds like an 
advertisement for a 
business course. No, it’s 
just a few of the important 
work skills that we are 
teaching our students at 
the LABBB Workshop 
Training Center (WTC). 
The LABBB Workshop 
Training Center, located at 
the Lexington Central 
Administration Building, 
has been bustling with 
energy, creativity and lots 
of work over the past few 
months.  The workshop 
has expanded customer 
contacts and met some 
new people who are 

LABBB Workshop Training Center Open for Business 

 

  

enthusiastic about what our 
students at the WTC are 
able to do for them.  
Shredding documents is a 
student favorite which has 
become a way for students 
to earn some money.  The 
cost is only 25 cents per lb 
with no minimum. If you 
need some documents 
shredded please consider 
sending the work to us.   
The jewelry line, “Missing 
Pieces”, has been quite 
busy with a few large 
orders, 1 for a bridal 
shower favor as well as 
customers looking for that 
one of a kind gift.   We are 
also making extra large 
paper flowers for the spring 
and everyone loves them. 
Gardening has just begun 
with the students 
germinating seeds and 
planting. They will be ready 

for sale by Memorial Day -  
zinnias, sunflowers, 
tomatoes, peppers and 
herbs etc.  
 
Lastly, an article about the 
WTC was published in the 
Lexington Minuteman 
newspaper last month and 
representatives from the 
paper recently toured the 
LABBB Workshop 
Training center.  The 
article focused on one of 
our projects which we did 
for a benefit held at the 
Carey Memorial Library 
located in downtown 
Lexington.  
Please check out our blog. 
 
http://labbbwtc.wordpress.com/  
 

Mind / Body Awareness at LABBB Burlington High School 

By The LABBB Burlington High 

 

 

 
 
 
 

On Wednesday 
afternoons this year, the 
students and staff at 
LABBB Burlington High 
have been feeding their 
bodies as well as their 
minds.  We are fortunate 
to have a wonderful space 
there in which to explore 
the practice of yoga. After 
cooking group each week, 
everyone finds their way 
to their mats for an hour of 
breathing, stretching, 
partner work and 
relaxation.   
Our students have been 
exceptionally willing to try 
new things and have 
learned a variety of poses 
or asanas.   
We would like to thank 
Maggie Sabella, daughter 
of Mrs. Sabella, for her 

recent donation of fleece 
blankets for us to use 
during savasana, which is 
the 
relaxation / resting time at 
the end of a yoga practice.  
Everyone enjoys wrapping 
up as we spend a few 
minutes listening to quiet 
music. We are so proud of 
our Burlington yoginis? 
Namaste.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

 

http://labbbwtc.wordpress.com/
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Bye Bye Birdie 
 
Written by: Jimmy, JD and 
Eric 
 
On March 1

st
, 2

nd
, and 3

rd
 

the John Glenn Middle 
School put on a fabulous 
performance called ‘‘Bye 
Bye Birdie.” Before the play 
began, we had rehearsals 
on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 2:30pm to 
5:30pm. They also served 
snacks that we really liked!  
For the actual performance, 
we wore costumes! Olivia 
and Eric were part of the 
cast.  The girls wore long 
skirts, a ponytail and white 
sneakers.   The boys wore 
sweaters, jeans and white 
sneakers.  J.D. and Jimmy 
were in the lighting crew 
taking care of spotlights.  
This play was a success 
and very exciting for all the 
students, staff and 
community!  
 

 
Maniac Magee 
Literature Unit 

 
Written by: Jack 
 
A fun book we read was 
Maniac Magee by Jerry 
Spinelli. This book was 
about a boy named Maniac 
Magee who became an 
orphan and he experienced 
a lot of different adventures 
that kept our interest. 
Racism and homelessness 
played a prominent role 
throughout the book. We 
read and listened to the 
story on CD.  Every night 
we had Maniac Magee 

 
 

 
 

homework. The students 
had to complete 
comprehension questions, 
character trait maps of the 
main characters and 
practiced our new 
vocabulary words on 
Spelling City. The last 
thing we did was watch 
the movie. We really liked 
this book and would 
recommend it to other 
LABBB classrooms! 
 

 
Traveling News 

Reporter 
 
Written by: Conor 
 
This year JGMS LABBB 
students were given a 
Traveling News Reporter 
assignment. Students are 
to choose a location or 
news event that interests 
them. Then, like news 
reporters, they are to 
report from the on site 
location to the class. They 
are to be videotaped and 
the report will be posted 
on the blog. So far Eric 
and Jack have presented 
their reports.  Both were 
fun and interesting.  Jack 
presented on the 
Lexington Battle Green.  
Eric presented on The 
Salem Witch Museum.  
Each student will have a 
turn to do this, as the 
assignment continues 
through the month of 
June.  If what Jack and 
Eric did is any indication 
of what is to come, then 
we will have a lot to look 
forward to in seeing the 
other reports. 
 

Skyping with Miss A. 
 

Written by:  Summer and 
Olivia 

 
From September to 
December Miss A., a 
graduate student in 
Speech-Language 
Pathology from 
Massachusetts General 
Hospital Institute of Health 
Professions, worked in our 
classroom. She taught us 
how to tell stories and how 
to have good social skills.  
In cooking class, WE taught 
Miss A. how to cook and 
how to crack an egg.  
During her winter break, 
Miss A. traveled to Thailand 
with her sister for two 
weeks.  We Skyped with 
her while she was in 
Thailand.  She was in a 
different time zone.  She 
was 12 hours ahead of us.  
When we Skyped, we met 
her sister and saw where 
they were staying.  When 
Miss A. returned from 
Thailand, she visited our 
classroom and shared 
pictures and stories from 
her trip.  She also brought 
us all souvenir elephant key 
chains from Thailand!  We 
enjoyed having Miss A. in 
our class and hope to see 
her again soon!   
 

Trip to the Museum 
of Science 
 
Written by: Ben and Sarah 
 
In February, our class went 
to the Museum of Science 
in Boston.   

 
 

 

  

We went to the exhibit 
called “A Day in Pompeii.”  
In this exhibit we learned 
why Pompeii was called a 
city frozen in time. We 
saw a video clip and 
some artifacts from that 
time period. Some cool 
artifacts were pots and 
pans that were used back 
then. We saw how long it 
took for Mt. Vesuvius to 
erupt.  In addition to the 
Pompeii exhibit, we also 
saw the mathematics 
exhibit, and a new gecko 
exhibit too. Our class 
really enjoyed the trip to 
the Museum of Science.   

Make sure to visit our 
classroom blog at 
www.jgmslabbb.wordpr
ess.com 
to see more exciting 
things that we will be 
doing in Room 227!! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

From LABBB John Glenn 

Middle School in Bedford 
 

http://www.jgmslabbb.wordpress.com/
http://www.jgmslabbb.wordpress.com/


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March 3rd Passion Plunge Makes a Big Splash for  
Special Olympics 

By Caroline Brown 
 
On Saturday, March 3, 
several LABBB staff 
participated in the 
Special Olympics 
Passion Plunge at 
Revere Beach.  
Members of the LABBB 
Legends team worked to 
raise funds for this 
worthy cause provided 
they were willing to jump 
into the frigid waters of 
the Atlantic mid-winter.  
The team managed to 
raise over $2,500 for our 
Special Olympics event 
in May.  
  
This was the third 
consecutive year that 
LABBB was represented 
at the state-wide event.  
The air temperature 
stayed in the low-forties 
and the water was much 
colder, but even the 
pouring rain could not 
dampen the team 
members’ 

LABBB Core Values 

We are committed to 

quality 

Our team at LABBB 

Collaborative is committed 

to providing quality 

programming to each 

unique child attending our 

schools. 

We value family input 

Partnership between 

home and school is 

necessary to promote 

optimum success for a 

student. 

We promote 

independence 

About Our Organization… 

 
 
 
 
 

LABBB Central Office 
281 Winter Street 

Waltham, MA. 02451 
 

PHONE: 
339-222-5645 

 
FAX: 

781-290-4925 
 

We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 

WWW.LABBB.COM 

LABBB COLLABORATIVE 
281 WINTER STREET 

WALTHAM, MA 02451 

enthusiasm!  While many 
team members have 
participated in all three 
plunges, the 
team welcomed several 
new members, including 
three students who were 
brave enough to take the 
plunge alongside their 
teachers.  Chenery Middle 
School students Elias 
Orlovsky and Kristen 
Magee participated, as 
well as Lexington High 
School student Greg 
Thumith.  The team is also 
pleased to report that 
Middle School Program 
Director Sherry Krause-
Mazza took the plunge as 
well, marking the first 
presence of an 
Administrator in the 
water.  While the total 
amount of money we 
raised this year does not 
quite measure up to the 
funds we have raised in 
the past, we are all 
looking forward to next 
year's plunge, and we are 

already discussing ways to 
increase sponsorship and 
awareness. 
   
My brother Richard, a 
LABBB graduate, 
participated in countless 
Special Olympics events 
over the years.  I can attest 
to the joy, self-esteem, and 
feeling of community that 
this organization provides 
for individuals with 
disabilities.  Even as a 
child, I knew that this 
organization was something 
unique, which is why I am 
glad to continue taking the 
plunge each year.  On 
behalf of the LABBB 
Legends, I would like to 
thank all of the LABBB staff 
who provided support for 
the Legends this year.  
Your moral support is just 
as appreciated as your 
financial support, and we 
hope to see more of you 
either on the shore or in the 
waves with us next year! 
 

 

Through innovative 

practice we aim to foster 

an environment that 

enables our students to 

acquire the necessary 

skills to lead more 

independent lives. 

 

We build on our students 

strengths 

Our students have many 

different talents and 

abilities.  We are invested 

in creating and promoting 

opportunities that will 

maximize each student’s 

strengths. 

We value the contribution 

of every LABBB employee 

/ team member 

Teamwork, 

communication and 

respect are essential to 

building a professional 

work environment. 

Passion for student 

success fuels our 

commitment for 

excellence. 


