
New Writing Course by Sally Grimes, Ed.M.  
Held at the Burlington, MA Public Schools: 

 
Tools for Struggling Pre-Writers and Writers - Pre-K-3 

 
Offered At No Cost to Burlington Teachers; $85.00 for Others 

Optional Graduate Credit: An additional $85.00 
 

Meets New State Requirements Regarding ELL and Special 
Education Professional Development Points  

 

Course Description:  
 

This course is focused on methods that are known to help struggling writers and pre-
writers at the very basic, foundational part of the writing process…help with writing a 
sentence.  The emphasis is on the established link between spoken and written language so 
the course will provide several ways of “talking the sentence” before writing the sentence 
beginning with “kernel” sentences (e.g. Dogs bark, horses gallop) and then expanding them, 
using a variety of manipulatives and graphic organizers and vocabulary strategies. 

It serves as a pre-cursor of Joan Sedita’s Keys to Literacy Content Writing. 
 
  Joan Sedita: “Sally Grimes's  ‘Tools for Struggling Pre-Writers and 
 Writing PK-Grade 3’ course covers foundational methods and 
 instructional practices that are pre-cursors to our Keys to Content 
 Writing Development program. Participants in this course will learn 
 basic language and writing  skills that are fundamental and pave 
 the way for learning the content writing skills found in Keys to 
 Content Writing.” 
 
 Writing involves many factors and is thought to be the most difficult level of language 
processes. Writing is built upon oral language, listening, background knowledge, 
sequencing, the executive function skills of planning and organizing, vocabulary, 
perspective taking, morphology, editing, phonology, spelling, handwriting, knowledge of 
sentence structure and figurative language. For students who take longer to develop 
these skills, traditional and even excellent “writing programs” often don’t “go back to 
the point of breakdown”; thus, there has been a demand for this basic kind of course. 
 
  DATES: March 11/12  Friday: 4PM-8PM  and Saturday 8AM-4PM  
    To register contact Rosemary desousa@bpsk12.org  or sallygrimes@comcast.net 

mailto:desousa@bpsk12.org


 
 

 
  
   About the Presenter… 
 
Sally Grimes has provided consulting and professional development services nation-wide 
in the area of Language and Literacy for teachers and administrators Pre K-Grade 4, for the 
last 18 years. Prior to that, Sally's experience includes teaching (pre-K through graduate 
school), serving as Landmark School’s first Admissions Director, performing clinical 
diagnostic work, developing policy, serving on her local school board and performing 
public service. She is the founding director of The Grimes Reading Institute, one of the 
three entities awarded the contract for implementing the Massachusetts Reading First 
Professional Development Plan. She served as a Lead Trainer for this and other grants, 
some in conjunctions with the Massachusetts Elementary Principals’ Association, for which 
Sally often does professional development.  
 
Sally has served on the Governor’s Commission on School Readiness and on the MA State 
Literacy Planning Team. Recently she was chosen to be a trainer of trainers for the 
country’s first Early Childhood Dual Language Learner initiative that Massachusetts is 
launching with the Wisconsin-based WIDA and is part of the “Master Cadre” for this 
initiative. 
 
Sally received her Master’s Degree in Reading and Human Development from the Harvard 
Graduate School of Education and her Bachelor’s Degree from the Honors Program at the 
University of Illinois at Chicago in Special Education and Elementary Education. 
 
 
     
 
  
  
 
 
 


